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patients were diagnosed with bowel cancer in England 
and Wales between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021.
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Severe acute toxicity 
after adjuvant 
chemotherapy

Adjuvant chemotherapy for 
stage III colon cancer

37%

• Reduction in number of patients diagnosed
during COVID-19 pandemic

• All referral pathways affected except
emergency presentation

• Diagnostic numbers returned to normal in
October 2020
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7.2% in 2020/21
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10.3% in 2016/17

45% in 2020/21

35% in 2016/17

Proportion of patients presenting with stage I and II 
colorectal cancer

Proportion of patients with Mismatch Repair 
recorded in NBOCA data
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Emergency GP Referral Screening Other

First COVID 19 lockdown

90-day post-operative mortality

30-day unplanned readmission Elective length of stay 
5 days or less

2-year all-cause mortality
Unclosed diverting ileostomy Short-course radiotherapy

for rectal cancer

Unplanned return to theatre

Permanent stoma 
after rectal cancer 
surgery
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52% in 2020

31% in 2019

Major surgery for rectal cancer
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